While the uniformly stressed area in this test is large compared to the drop ball test, it is still small compared to the total surface area of the lens.
While the uniformly stressed area in this test is large compared to the drop ball test, it is still small compared to the total surface area of the lens.
*Other configurations were also investigated: a uniform pressure drop across the lens did not produce as uniform a stress distribution; a second loading ring improved the uniformity of the stress distribution, but the experimental duplication of this configuration was extremely difficult; this was also the problem when the lens was ring loaded while resting on an elastic foundation.
The solutions are only valid for axisymmetric lens geometries.
Lenses having non-round shapes, or lenses with multifocal segments or cylinders, would not exhibit the same uniformity in the stress distribution.
3.
The required load levels are very high (on the order of several thousand newtons) and would vary significantly from one lens power to another (even for symmetric shapes). We have built and tested such an apparatus (sketched in figure 1 ), but its use as a proof test would introduce several difficulties:
-loci) it requires modification when the lens geometry is changed, (2) Then, because the flaw distribution is assumed to be independent of lens geometry, it can also be inferred that the number of bad flaws per lens in the general population is also less than N.
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